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ABSTRACT

The 2024 Indonesian General Election marked a paradigm shift in
democratic engagement, with Generation Z emerging as the primary
electoral demographic. This study investigates the impact of algorithmic
enclaves—Al-curated digital spaces—on the voting behavior of young
voters. It specifically explores how these enclaves influence political
sophistication and whether they facilitate informed decision-making or
exacerbate affective polarization in a transitioning democracy. Utilizing a
quantitative approach, this research employs Structural Equation
Modeling (SEM) to analyze a nationwide dataset of 1,200 Gen Z
respondents aged 17-27. The model tests the structural relationships
between Algorithmic Awareness, Echo Chamber Exposure, and Political
Sophistication as determinants of Voting Behavior. The SEM analysis
demonstrates that Algorithmic Enclaves have a significant direct effect on
voting preferences (Beta = 0.48, p < 0.001). Crucially, Political
Sophistication serves as a partial mediator; however, its efficacy is
contingent upon Algorithmic Awareness. For voters with low awareness,
enclaves significantly narrowed political horizons, whereas high
awareness acted as a moderating buffer. In conclusion, the study
concludes that algorithmic curation has redefined the Indonesian political
landscape. To safeguard democratic integrity, it is imperative to transition
from basic digital access to advanced algorithmic literacy.

1. Introduction

The 2024 Indonesian General Election, colloquially
known as Pemilu 2024, stands as a monumental
landmark in the history of global democratic exercises.
Beyond its sheer scale as one of the largest single-day
elections in the world, its true significance lies in its
transformative digital architecture. This electoral cycle
marked a definitive generational transition where the
baton of political influence passed to Digital Natives.!
For the first time, Generation Z—those born between

the late 1990s and early 2010s—emerged not merely

as a peripheral interest group but as the largest single
voting bloc. Comprising nearly a third of the 204
million eligible voters, this demographic possesses a
unique cognitive and social relationship with
information, one that is mediated almost entirely
through the screen. In previous decades, the
Indonesian political arena was defined by physical
rallies, the distribution of printed materials, and the
dominance of traditional television networks.2
However, in 2024, the physical blusukan (impromptu

visits) were largely superseded or augmented by a far
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more pervasive force: the Algorithmic Enclave. This
digital ecosystem represents a sophisticated marriage
of big data and artificial intelligence, where
information is no longer sought out by the citizen but
is instead filtered, prioritized, and delivered by
recommender systems designed to maximize user
engagement. This shift signifies a move from a pull
model of information consumption, where voters
actively seek data, to a push model, where the
algorithm dictates the boundaries of the voter's
political reality.3

At the dawn of the internet era, techno-optimists
hailed the World Wide Web as a tool for ultimate
democratic decentralization. The promise was clear: a
platform where the gatekeepers of traditional media
would vanish, allowing for a marketplace of ideas
where the best arguments would prevail. Yet, the 2024
election cycle in Indonesia demonstrated a more
complex reality.4 The rise of recommender systems on
hyper-visual platforms like TikTok and Instagram has
facilitated the emergence of fragmented enclaves.
These enclaves represent an evolution beyond the
traditional concept of the echo chamber. While an echo
chamber simply repeats a user's views, an algorithmic
enclave is a dynamic, Al-driven environment that
actively curates a user’s social reality based on latent
psychological triggers. These spaces function as
affective communities—groups bound not necessarily
by shared policy goals, but by shared emotional
responses to hyper-personalized content. In the
context of the Indonesian Gen Z, the political
landscape was transformed into a synthesized feed of
specific aesthetics. This was most notably observed in
the Gemoy phenomenon, where complex political
histories were distilled into digestible, cute, and non-
threatening visual snippets that resonated deeply with
the aesthetic preferences of young voters.5

The transition to algorithmic enclaves has
profound implications for how political identity is
constructed.6 For many young Indonesians, political

knowledge is now delivered via short-form policy

critiques, influencer endorsements, and viral memes.
The traditional hierarchy of political information—
where policy white papers and investigative journalism
sat at the top—has been flattened. In this new
horizontal information structure, a 15-second TikTok
video debunking a candidate’s stance on
environmental issues carries as much, if not more,
weight than a formal debate. This aestheticization of
politics creates a significant challenge for democratic
deliberation. When political content is optimized for
likes and shares, nuance is frequently sacrificed for
emotional impact. The algorithm prioritizes high-
arousal content, which often leads to the fortification
of affective communities. These communities are
characterized by high internal solidarity but also by a
growing affective polarization toward those outside the
enclave. In Indonesia, where pluralism is a
foundational state ideology (Pancasila), the
fragmentation of the digital public square into these
isolated, emotionally-charged enclaves poses a
potential risk to national social cohesion.?

Central to this discourse is the concept of political
sophistication. Historically, a sophisticated voter was
one who possessed a large, organized body of political
knowledge and the ability to link that knowledge to
their own interests and values. In the age of
algorithms, we must ask: what does sophistication
look like now? Does the constant stream of bite-sized
information actually increase the voter's cognitive map
of the political landscape, or does it merely train them
to respond with an affective reflex? The 2024 election
provided a live laboratory for this question. On one
hand, the accessibility of candidates via social media
allowed for a sense of intimacy and transparency never
before seen in Indonesian politics. On the other hand,
the filter bubble effect meant that many voters were
never exposed to the counter-arguments necessary to
develop a truly sophisticated understanding of the
national challenges. The digital architecture of TikTok
and Instagram is designed to minimize friction;

however, democratic deliberation requires the friction
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of opposing ideas.8 Without this friction, there is a
danger that voting behavior becomes an extension of
consumer behavior—a choice made based on brand
loyalty and aesthetic appeal rather than a critical
evaluation of a candidate’s capacity to lead.

Indonesia’s experience in 2024 is not just a local
phenomenon but a critical case study for the Global
South. As many emerging democracies leapfrog
traditional media stages straight into a smartphone-
dominated public sphere, the influence of Big Tech
algorithms becomes a form of hidden governance.
Unlike Western democracies, where digital literacy
programs have been in place for decades, the rapid
digital adoption in Indonesia has outpaced the
development of critical digital skills among the youth.
This research recognizes that the algorithmic enclave
is not a neutral tool. It is a product of specific
commercial interests that intersect with local political
ambitions. The 2024 election saw the sophisticated
use of buzzers (paid social media amplifiers) and Al-
generated content to manipulate these algorithms,
effectively hacking the digital enclave to ensure certain
narratives reached the Gen Z demographic.
Understanding this intersection is vital for theorizing
the future of democracy in Southeast Asia and
beyond.9

To move beyond anecdotal evidence and descriptive
statistics, this study employs Structural Equation
Modeling (SEM). SEM allows for a nuanced exploration
of the latent variables that drive human behavior. By
modeling the relationships between Algorithmic
Awareness, Echo Chamber Exposure, and Political
Sophistication, this study can isolate the specific
pathways that lead to final Voting Behavior. This
methodology provides the rigor needed to determine
whether the digital enclave serves as a bridge to
engagement or a barrier to enlightenment. It allows us
to quantify the mediating role of political knowledge—
determining if a voter’s understanding of policy can

still override the emotional push of a curated feed.10

The primary aim of this study is to analyze and
quantify the structural relationship between exposure
to algorithmic enclaves and the political sophistication
of Gen Z voters during the 2024 Indonesian General
Election. It seeks to uncover whether algorithmic
curation acts as a facilitator for political education or
a catalyst for cognitive narrowing and affective voting
behavior. The novelty of this research lies in three
distinct areas. First, it introduces a localized
adaptation of the algorithmic enclave framework to the
specific socio-political landscape of Indonesia, a
country with high digital penetration but varying levels
of digital literacy. Second, it utilizes Structural
Equation Modeling (SEM) to provide a high-fidelity
causal analysis of how Al-driven information silos
influence electoral choices in an emerging
democracy—a departure from the predominantly
Western-centric studies in the field. Finally, this study
contributes to the literature on digital democracy by
being among the first to empirically evaluate the 2024
Indonesian election through the lens of algorithmic
governance, offering a robust empirical framework
that captures the intersection of Al architecture, youth
psychology, and democratic agency in the Global
South.

2. Methods

This study is grounded in a post-positivist
quantitative paradigm, an approach that recognizes
the complexity of human behavior while striving for
objective measurement and the identification of causal
regularities. While classical positivism assumes a
perfectly observable reality, the post-positivist stance
acknowledges that our understanding of political
behavior—especially when mediated by invisible
artificial intelligence—is inherently conjectural. By
employing this framework, the research seeks to move
beyond mere descriptive correlations to identify the
underlying causal pathways that link digital exposure
to electoral choice. The research design is cross-

sectional and explanatory. It utilizes a structural
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modeling approach to map the multidimensional
influences of the digital information environment on
the cognitive and behavioral outputs of the Indonesian
electorate. This design is particularly suited for the
2024 electoral context, as it allows for the
simultaneous examination of multiple latent
constructs—such as algorithmic curation and political
knowledge—which cannot be measured by a single
direct question but must be inferred from a series of
observed indicators.

To ensure the findings possess high external
validity and are representative of the diverse
Indonesian archipelago, this study wutilized a
nationwide dataset comprising 1,200 Generation Z
voters. The inclusion criteria were strictly defined:
respondents had to be between the ages of 17 and 27
during the February 2024 election cycle, ensuring they
belonged to the targeted digital native cohort. The
sampling process employed a multi-stage stratified
random sampling technique across all 38 provinces of
Indonesia. This stratification was essential to capture
the socio-political nuances of the country, from the
highly connected urban hubs of Java to the developing
digital landscapes of Papua and North Kalimantan.
The final sample reflects a balanced demographic
distribution, with 51 percent female and 49 percent
male participants. Furthermore, to address the digital
divide that remains a critical factor in Indonesian
social science, the sample was split into 65 percent
urban and 35 percent rural residents. This
distribution allows the model to account for varying
levels of infrastructure access and social media
penetration, ensuring that the enclave effect is
analyzed across different lived realities.

The measurement of latent psychological and
behavioral constructs requires high-precision
instrumentation. This study utilized a structured
questionnaire where variables were measured using a
validated 5-point Likert scale, ranging from strongly
disagree to strongly agree. The instruments were

adapted from established scales in political

communication and digital literacy, then localized to
the specific context of the 2024 presidential race.

The Algorithmic Enclave construct was measured
using six specific items. These items were designed to
capture the homogeneity of experience that defines a
filter bubble. Indicators included the perceived
frequency of encountering similar political viewpoints,
the absence of dissenting opinions in the user’s
primary social media feed (TikTok and Instagram), and
the degree to which respondents felt the platform
understood their political leanings. By measuring the
lack of exposure to opposing views, this construct
quantifies the degree of informational isolation
experienced by the voter.

Political  Sophistication was operationalized
through five items that combined both subjective self-
assessment and objective political knowledge.
Respondents were questioned on their understanding
of the distinct economic and social programs proposed
by the three presidential pairs: Anies-Muhaimin,
Prabowo-Gibran, and Ganjar-Mahfud. This allowed
the research to distinguish between surface-level
awareness (knowing names and slogans) and deep
sophistication (understanding policy differences
regarding the New Capital City/IKN, social
assistance/Bansos, or international relations).

The dependent variable, Voting Behavior, was
measured through four items assessing the stability
and rationale of the electoral choice. Rather than a
simple binary who did you vote for, these items
evaluated voting intent, the consistency of that intent
throughout the campaign period, and the primary
driver of the vote—specifically weighing the influence
of policy platforms against the personal persona or
aesthetic of the candidate. This nuance is vital for
identifying whether the algorithm encourages rational-
choice voting or affective-reflex voting.

As a critical moderating variable, Algorithmic
Awareness was measured through four items
assessing the wuser’s technical and conceptual

understanding of recommender systems. Questions
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focused on whether users understood why specific
videos appeared in their For You page, their awareness
of data tracking for political profiling, and their ability
to intentionally alter their feed by engaging with
diverse content. This construct measures the digital
agency of the voter.

The complexity of the hypothesized relationships—
specifically the way Algorithmic Awareness might
moderate the impact of Enclaves on Sophistication—
necessitated the use of Structural Equation Modeling
(SEM). SEM is superior to traditional regression
analysis because it can test complex mediation and
moderation effects simultaneously while accounting
for measurement error in the latent variables. The
analysis followed a two-step approach as
recommended in contemporary social science
literature. First, a Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA)
was conducted to assess the measurement model. This
ensured that the observed items accurately
represented their respective latent constructs through
tests of Convergent Validity (Average Variance
Extracted > 0.50) and Discriminant Validity. Second,
the structural model was tested using the Maximum
Likelihood Estimation (MLE) method. MLE was chosen
to ensure the robustness and stability of the path
coefficients, particularly given the large sample size of
1,200. To evaluate the goodness-of-fit of the model,
multiple indices were employed, including the Chi-
square/df ratio, the Comparative Fit Index (CFI), and
the Root Mean Square Error of Approximation
(RMSEA). This rigorous statistical threshold ensures
that any identified causal pathways between digital
exposure and electoral choice are not merely statistical
artifacts but represent significant structural realities
within the Indonesian electorate.

Data collection was conducted in accordance with
ethical standards for human subject research. All
respondents provided informed consent, and the
dataset was anonymized to protect voter privacy.
Given the sensitive nature of political preference in a

polarized digital environment, measures were taken to

ensure that no individual respondent could be re-

identified through demographic triangulation.

3. Results and Discussion

Before assessing the causal trajectories within the
structural model, a rigorous evaluation of the
measurement model was conducted through
confirmatory factor analysis (CFA). This stage is
critical in Structural Equation Modeling to ensure that
the observed indicators—the specific questions
answered by the 1,200 Gen Z respondents—accurately
represent the latent constructs of Algorithmic
Enclaves, Political Sophistication, Voting Behavior,
and Algorithmic Awareness.

The measurement model demonstrated fit indices
that significantly exceeded the standard thresholds for
academic rigor. The CMIN/DF (Minimum Discrepancy
function divided by degrees of freedom) was recorded
at 1.89, falling well below the recommended upper
limit of 3.0, suggesting a highly parsimonious fit. The
Comparative Fit Index (CFI) reached 0.97, surpassing
the 0.95 benchmark for excellent fit, while the Root
Mean Square Error of Approximation (RMSEA) was
calculated at 0.042. Given that an RMSEA below 0.05
indicates a close approximate fit, these values
collectively affirm that the theoretical framework
proposed in this study aligns exceptionally well with
the empirical data collected during the 2024 election
cycle.1l To ensure the reliability and validity of our
constructs, we examined three primary metrics:
Cronbach’s Alpha for internal consistency, Average
variance extracted (AVE) for convergent validity, and
composite reliability (CR) for scale robustness. As
illustrated in Table 1, the Algorithmic
Enclave construct showed the highest level of internal
consistency (Cronbach’s Alpha = 0.89) and a
Composite Reliability of 0.91. Its AVE of 0.64 indicates
that 64 percent of the variance in the indicators is
explained by the latent construct, well above the 0.50

requirement.

175

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

Table 1. Measurement Model Analysis

Reliability and Convergent Validity Metrics (N=1,200)

LATENT CONSTRUCT CRONBACH'S ALPHA (A)
Algorithmic Enclave 0.89
Political Sophistication 0.85
Voting Behavior 0.81
Algorithmic Awareness 0.83

AVE COMPOSITE RELIABILITY (CR)
0.64 0.91
0.59 0.88
0.55 0.84
0.58 0.87

Note: Recommended thresholds: Cronbach’s Alpha > 0.70; AVE > 0.50; Composite Reliability > 0.70. All values meet or exceed indices for structural

equation modeling (SEM) rigor.

Political Sophistication (Alpha = 0.85; AVE = 0.59)
and Algorithmic Awareness (Alpha = 0.83; AVE = 0.58)
similarly exhibited strong psychometric properties.
Finally, Voting Behavior (Alpha = 0.81; AVE = 0.55)
demonstrated that even the complex, multifaceted
nature of electoral choice could be captured with
significant statistical reliability. These results provide
a stable foundation for the subsequent structural path
analysis.

The structural model was executed to test the
hypothesized relationships between the digital
environment and voter output (Figure 1). The core of
this analysis focused on the direct impact of
algorithmic curation on the choices made by Gen Z at
the ballot box. The results revealed a powerful and
statistically significant direct path from Algorithmic
Enclaves to Voting Behavior (Beta = 0.52, p < 0.001).
This high coefficient suggests that for every unit
increase in a voter’s enclosure within a digital enclave,
there is a corresponding 0.52 unit shift in their voting
preference toward the candidate dominant within that
enclave. This finding provides empirical confirmation
that the 2024 Gen Z electorate was highly susceptible
to curated realities. The algorithm does not merely

suggest content; it constructs a narrow informational

horizon that effectively narrows the voter's perceived
field of viable candidates.12

The most sophisticated finding of this study lies in
the interaction between knowledge and awareness. We
hypothesized that Political Sophistication—the voter’s
actual knowledge of candidate platforms—would act
as a mediator, helping voters process information
logically before arriving at a voting decision. However,
the data revealed a more complex conditional
mediation effect. Political Sophistication only served as
a significant and effective mediator when Algorithmic
Awareness was high (Interaction Beta = 0.24, p <
0.01). In simpler terms, having deep knowledge about
the economy or social justice (Political Sophistication)
was not enough to protect a voter from the filter bubble
if that voter did not also understand how the algorithm
was manipulating their feed (Algorithmic Awareness).
For respondents with low Algorithmic Awareness, the
path from the enclave to voting behavior was direct
and unmediated. In these cases, the algorithm directly
shaped preferences without being filtered by the
voter's critical knowledge. These voters often believed
they were making an informed choice, unaware that
their information was a skewed sample of reality.13

Conversely, for those with high  Algorithmic
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Awareness, the influence of the enclave was

significantly dampened. These voters were able to use
their Political Sophistication to cross-reference the

content they saw, resulting in a Voting Behavior score

that was more resilient to Al-driven manipulation. This
suggests a profound shift in modern political science:
knowing the algorithm has become a more vital

democratic skill than knowing the candidates.14

STRUCTURAL EQUATION MODEL

Path Analysis of Digital Voting Dynamics

Political Sophistication

Mediator

B =0.35*

p=0.31*
Algorithmic Enclave
Latent Variable (Exog)
@ Independent @ Mediator Moderator

@ Dependent

Voting Behavior
Endogenous (Outcome)

*p<0.05, **p<0.01, ***p<0.001

Figure 1. Path analysis of digital voting dynamics.

The structural analysis allows us to conclude that
the 2024 Indonesian election was characterized by an
asymmetry of awareness. While the Algorithmic
Enclave was a universal experience for Gen Z, its
(1) HI1

Impact): Confirmed. The digital architecture was the

impact was mnot uniform; (Enclave
strongest predictor of voting behavior (Beta = 0.52); (2)
H2 (Mediation of Sophistication): Partially Confirmed.
Sophistication only mitigates the enclave effect when

paired with technical awareness of the platform's

mechanics; (3) H3 (Affective Reflex): Confirmed. For
the majority of the sample (those with low AA), voting
was an affective reflex to curated aesthetics rather
than a cognitive evaluation of policy. These results
indicate that the Gemoy phenomenon and other viral
campaign strategies were successful because they
exploited the high-pathway direct link between the
enclave and the voter, bypassing the sophistication
filter for a significant portion of the youth population.

This data provides the necessary evidence to argue for
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a radical overhaul of digital literacy in the context of
Indonesian electoral reform.1!s

The mechanism of the 2024 Indonesian General
Election represents a departure from the rational voter
model that has long dominated political science. Our
results indicate that the electoral success observed
was not predominantly the result of traditional policy
debates or the rigorous scrutiny of bureaucratic track
records. Instead, it was defined by the exercise of
algorithmic soft power. This concept refers to the
ability of political actors to align their narratives with
the mathematical logic of recommender systems,
effectively permeating the digital enclaves of the largest
voting demographic: Generation Z. In this digital-first
landscape, the traditional public sphere—as
conceptualized by Habermas—has been replaced by a
fragmented series of algorithmic silos. The high direct
path coefficient (Beta = 0.52) in our structural model
suggests that the algorithm has become a primary
architect of political preference. Candidates who
mastered the aesthetic language of platforms like
TikTok were able to achieve a level of intimacy and
reach that circumvented traditional media
gatekeepers. This shift implies that the winning
strategy in modern Indonesian politics is no longer
about convincing a broad public, but about optimizing
content to trigger the engagement metrics that allow a
message to survive and thrive within the enclave.

One of the most profound findings of this study is
what we term the sophistication paradox. Historically,
political sophistication was defined by a citizen’s
ability to articulate complex policy differences and
understand the ideological underpinnings of various
party platforms. However, in the 2024 Indonesian
context, our Structural Equation Modeling reveals a
transformation in the nature of sophistication itself.
The sophisticated Gen Z voter is no longer merely one
who knows the details of the New Capital City (IKN)
project or the intricacies of downstreaming
(hilirisasi).16 Instead, sophistication has evolved into

navigational literacy—the ability to recognize the

artificiality of the digital feed. Our data shows that
voters with high Algorithmic Awareness were the only
ones capable of utilizing their political knowledge to
mitigate the enclave effect. These individuals
understood that their For You page was a curated
reflection of their own biases rather than a neutral
window into the national discourse. This creates a
dual-layered electorate. On one layer, we find voters
who are policy sophisticated but algorithmically naive;
these individuals may possess deep knowledge but are
still susceptible to the behavioral lock-in of the feed
because they do not realize they are missing counter-
arguments. On the other layer are the algorithmically
sophisticated, who intentionally seek out dissenting
voices and break their algorithm to ensure they are
exposed to the full spectrum of the presidential race.1?
This suggests that in the age of AI, technical
awareness of the medium is now a prerequisite for the
effective exercise of political knowledge.

The structural model demonstrates a clear
trajectory toward affective polarization, driven by the
digital architecture's prioritization of emotional
resonance over cognitive evaluation.1® The algorithm
creates a shortcut to political identity. By constantly
feeding users content that aligns with their initial,
perhaps casual, curiosity, the system hardens these
preferences through a feedback loop of reinforcement.
This process facilitates a behavioral lock-in. By the
time the formal campaign period enters its final,
critical weeks—the period where traditional swing
voters usually make their decisions—many Gen Z
voters have already been submerged in a
homogeneous informational environment for months.
The digital architecture does not merely reflect existing
voter intent; it actively constructs it by shielding the
user from the cognitive friction of opposing viewpoints.
This explains why traditional campaigning, such as
televised debates or town hall meetings, appears to
have a diminishing impact on the younger
demographic. Their political world has already been
settled by the algorithm long before the final debate
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stage is set.19

The 2024 election cycle witnessed the
aestheticization of politics on an unprecedented scale.
The successful candidate branding—notably the
Gemoy (cuddly/cute) rebrand—transformed a
candidate with a complex, decades-long military and
political history into a digestible, viral aesthetic. Our
discussion suggests that this was not a superficial
gimmick, but a calculated response to the algorithmic
environment. Algorithms prioritize high-engagement
content, and nothing generates engagement quite like
high-arousal, emotionally positive, and visually
consistent aesthetics. For the Indonesian Gen Z, the
candidate’s vibe often served as a heuristic for their
entire policy platform. The structural model's path
from the enclave to voting behavior underscores this:
when the enclave is filled with positive, humanizing,
and aesthetically pleasing snippets, the cognitive
demand for Visi-Misi (Vision and Mission) documents
decreases. The vibe becomes the policy. This
represents a significant challenge for the future of
Indonesian democracy, as it lowers the cost of entry
for populism and raises the barrier for substantive,

evidence-based policy debate.20

4. Conclusion

The 2024 Indonesian General Election serves as a
definitive case study for the transition from digital
democracy to algorithmic governance. This research,
through the application of Structural Equation
Modeling, has empirically demonstrated that the
digital platforms used by Generation Z are no longer
neutral conduits for information. Instead, they are
active participants who shape, curate, and at times
distort the democratic process. Our analysis of 1,200
Gen Z voters reveals that Algorithmic Enclaves exert a
dominant influence on voting behavior, with a path
coefficient of 0.52. More importantly, we have
identified that traditional political sophistication is no

longer a sufficient defense against informational

siloing. The sophistication paradox highlights that
without a technical understanding of algorithmic
mechanics, even the most knowledgeable voters
remain vulnerable to the filter bubble effect.

The findings of this study suggest that Indonesia’s
approach to civic education and digital literacy is
currently inadequate for the challenges posed by Al-
driven discourse. If the largest voting bloc in the
country is making electoral decisions that are largely
reactions to a curated feed, the foundation of
democratic representation is at risk. To mitigate deep-
seated polarization, national policy must evolve. We
propose that: (1) Civic Education must be
redefined: Curriculums must move beyond the how to
vote basics and incorporate algorithmic literacy—
teaching students how recommender systems work
and how to consciously diversify their information
diets; @) Transparency in Recommender
Systems: There is a pressing need for legislative
frameworks that require social media platforms to
provide political transparency reports, detailing how
political content is prioritized during election cycles;
(3) Auditing the Enclave: Independent bodies should
be empowered to audit the algorithmic fairness of
platforms to ensure that dissenting political views are
not systematically suppressed by the logic of
engagement.

In conclusion, the 2024 election has proven that
while Gen Z is the most connected generation in
Indonesian history, they are also the most mediated.
Their engagement is a product of a complex interplay
between their own agency and the invisible hand of Al
architectures. As Indonesia continues its democratic
journey, the preservation of the public square will
depend on our ability to break the enclaves. The future
of the nation’s democracy rests not on the speed of its
internet, but on the depth of its voters' ability to look
beyond the algorithm and reclaim their role as critical,

independent participants in the state’s destiny.
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